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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(CLINIC NAME) RECEIVES MINNESOTA BRIDGES TO EXCELLENCE REWARD FOR DELIVERING OPTIMAL PATIENT CARE, IMPROVING OUTCOMES 
 (YOUR CITY), (STATE) (Month day, 2016) – The Minnesota Health Action Group (The Action Group) announced today that (CLINIC NAME) is among 276 Minnesota and border state clinics that were recently recognized for improving care delivery and outcomes for patients with diabetes, vascular disease and depression as part of the 2016 Minnesota Bridges to Excellence program and the Quality Incentive Payment System, a State of Minnesota pay-for-performance program that is administered by The Action Group. 
IF YOUR CLINIC WAS RECOGNIZED FOR ACHIEVEMENT, USE THIS PARAGRAPH: 

(CLINIC NAME) was recognized for achievement in delivering specific clinical outcomes for patients with (LIST CONDITIONS HERE: diabetes, vascular disease or depression); which (is/are) known to be (a) primary driver(s) of health care costs. Meeting achievement is the highest level of recognition in the program.
IF YOUR CLINIC WAS RECOGNIZED FOR IMPROVEMENT, USE THIS PARAGRAPH: 
Minnesota Bridges to Excellence and the Quality Incentive Payment System also recognize clinics for improvement in these key conditions. These clinics have improved patient outcomes by at least 10 percentage points in the last year, but did not meet the achievement goal. (CLINIC NAME) was recognized for meeting the improvement goal for (LIST CONDITIONS HERE: diabetes care, vascular care, and depression care based on depression remission at six months).    
QUOTE FROM CLINIC HERE ABOUT RECEIVING THIS RECOGNITION.
Established by the Minnesota Health Action Group in 2006, the Minnesota Bridges to Excellence program uses publicly reported outcomes data to identify clinics that meet or exceed optimal care standards for a specified percentage of patients with diabetes, vascular disease and depression.

“Clinics that receive rewards are doing an exceptional job in caring for their patients, and we applaud them for their commitment and results,” said Carolyn Pare, president and CEO of The Action Group. “Our aspiration is for all Minnesotans to receive the right care, at the right time and at the right price. This can only be achieved through genuine collaboration on behalf of providers, patients, purchasers, and other community stakeholders.” 

To be eligible for a reward, clinics must have a certain percentage of patients at optimal levels of care or significantly increase the number over the previous year. Performance goals are set each year by the Minnesota Health Action Group and the Minnesota Bridges to Excellence Champions of Change, a group of organizations that sponsor the pay-for-performance program and who fund the rewards. This year’s Champions include Best Buy, Southwest/West Central Service Cooperative, State of Minnesota-State Employee Group Insurance Plan, the Minnesota Department of Human Services, the University of Minnesota, U.S. Bank, and Wells Fargo.
More information about Minnesota Bridges to Excellence, along with a complete list of reward recipients, can be found at www.mnhealthactiongroup.org.  
###
(INSERT YOUR CLINIC’S BOILERPLATE)
About the Minnesota Health Action Group

The Minnesota Health Action Group is a coalition of public and private purchasers whose sole purpose is to represent the collective voice of those who write the checks  for health care in Minnesota. Action Group members collaborate with community stakeholders to drive innovations that support high quality health care, create engaged consumers, and ensure the economic vitality of all Minnesota communities. Based in Bloomington, Minn., the Minnesota Health Action Group was formed in 1988 as the Buyers Health Care Action Group.To learn more, visit www.mnhealthactiongroup.org. Follow us on LinkedIn and Twitter: @actiongroupmn.
